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question, which has introduced discord and civil
throughout your borders, aud threatens to involye you

and our country in the same common min.  This was o
duty thus p tod, the fi of which I could
not decline with my view of the sacred obli-
gution which ev owes to his country,

The mode of t:: by inlheifl*m-
Ising —numely, o people of Kansas,
wh,la’::t ty of their own votes, must decide this
question for ves in forming thelr State constitu-
tion

U;uhrourm the prelimioary act of fruming a
Blate constitution

THE WASHINGION UNION.

sale
wices to the government, w ’ the
dﬁnn&dﬂh’ﬁnﬂmmﬂl
dinsinished cost of transportation. On this subject, Mr.
Buck Iways the friendief the new States, in bis re-
cent innugural, uses the following language :
“No notion in the tide of thme has ever been blessed

improvement of the remainder, yob wo should never for- ||

got that it Is our candinal policy to rescrve the lands as
wuch a8 may be for actual seitlers ; and this st moderate
prives.  We shall thus not only best promote the pros-
Iwrllyd’themmw furnishing them a hardy and
::l?mdﬂlnwd honest and industrious citisens, bu
secure homes for our child andd our ehildren's
children, as well as those exiled from foreign shores, who
may seek in this country to improve their condition and
enjoy the blessings of civil and religious lberty."
Our Amerl ilroads, now ding twenty-four
th 1 miles comploted, have grestly advanced the

is uniformly performed through the in-
4 tality of & of delegates ok by the

entioe £
people themselves. 'That convention is now about to be
elected by you under the eall of the territorinl legislature
created and still recognised by the suthority of Congress,
nnd clothed by it, in the comprehiensive language of the
organic law, with full power to make such an ensctiment,
The territorial legislature, then, in bling this con-
vention, wero fully sustained by the act of Congress, and
the authority of the convention is distinetly recognised in
my instructions from the Prosident of the United Btates.
Thowe who oppose this t aver the alleged ir-
regularity of the territorin]l legislature, whose laws in
town s city clections, in corporate fragchises, and on
all other sub, bt slavery they acknowledge by their
votes and acquicscence.  If that legislature was invalid,
then mre we without law or order in Kansas, without
town, city, or county tion ; all legal and judicial
transactions ave void, all titles null, and anarchy reigns
thronghout our borden.
1t is my duty, in secing that all constitutional laws are
ly executed, to take care, ns far as pructicable, that
this clection of delegates to the con tion ghall be free
from fraud or violence, and that they shall be protected
In their deliberations.
The people of Kansas, then, are invited by the highest

and fairly in the election of delegales to frame o constitu-
tion mud  State government, The law his performed jts
entire appropriate function when it extends to the peo-
ple the right of suffrage, but it cannot compel the per-
formance of that duty. Throughout our whole Union,
however, and wherever free government prevails, those
who abstain from the exercise of the right of suffruge au-
thorize those who do vote to act for thom in that contin.
geney, and the absentecs are as much bound under the
Taw and constitution, where there is no fraud or violence,
by the nct of the of those who do vote as al-

though all had participated in the electi Otherwise,
a8 voting must be voluntary, self-gover t would bo
impracticabile, and Ly or despotism would remain
as the only altornative.

You should not console vourselves, my fellow-citizens,
with the reflection thut you may, by n subsequent vote,
defeat the ratification of the constitution. Although
most anxious to sccure to you the excercise of that great
constitutional rvight, and believing that the convention is
the servant, and 1=t the master of the people, yet 1 have
no power to dictate the procesdings of that body. T can-
not donbt, however, the course they will adept on this
subject. But why incur the hasard of the preliminary
formation of a constitution by & minority, ns alleged by
you, when a majority, by their own votes, could control
the forming of that instrument ?

But it is said that the convention is not legally called,
and that the elecfion will not be freely and fairly con- |
ducted.  The territorial legislature is the power ordained
for this purpose by the Congressof the United States ; and
in opposing it you resist the authority of the federal gov-
er t.  That legislature was called into being by the
Congress of 1854, and is recognised in the very lutest con-

e s It is gnised by the present
Chief Magistrate of the Union, just chosen by the Ameri-
can people, and many of its acts wre now in operation
here by universal assent.  As the governor of the Teni-
tory of Kansas, 1 must support the laws und the constitu-
tion ; and I bave no other alternative wnder my oath but
to nt:l that all constitutional laws are fully and fairly ex-
ecuted.

I see in this act calling the convention no improper or
unconstitutional restrictions upon the right of sufitage. 1
gee in it no test-oath or other dimilar provisions objected
to in relation to previous laws, but clearly repealed as re- |
pugnant to the provisions of this act, so far as regands the
election of delegutes to this convention, 1t is said thata |
fair and full vote will not be taken.  Who can safely pre-
dict such n result?  Nor is it just for o majority, as they
allege, to throw the power into the hands of a minerity,
from a mere apprehension—I trust entirely unfounded—
that they will not be permitted to exercise the right of
suffrage.  If, by fraud or violenco, o majority should not
be permitted to vote, there is a remedy, it is hopal, in
the wisdom and justice of the convention itself, acting
under the obligations of an oath, and o proper responsi-
bility to the tribunal of public opinion, ‘ﬁlm is & reme-
g{. also, if such facts can be demonstrated, in the refusal

Congress to admit a State into the Union under a con-
stitution imposed by s minority upon a majority by fraud
. 1 canmot doubt that the convention,
after having framed n State constitution, will submit it

tual bona fide resident settlors of Kansas,

With these mn',.dwﬁ ﬂk:om; to the l’rxh]cnt and
cabinet, 1, mpﬂeﬂ e appoint- |
ment of governor of Kansas, My instructions from the

H

the " in ¢ assembling o m&ﬁmumg
tion ;' they express the opinion of the President that
!'wﬁ_uud#awﬂ;ﬁuahﬂ hu&uﬂdk:(c Jkro:r:;
woting ‘Atgr ill*u;:ll,'mdﬁcfd& Mqu
mast nod b inderrupted by fraud or vi i
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im'pelt, then, as my clear conviction, that unless the
convention submit the constitution to the vote of all the
actual resident seitlers of Kansas, and the election he
fairly and justly conducted, the constitution will be, and
ought to be, rejected by Congress.

There are other important reasons why you should par-
ticipate in the election of delegates to this convention.
Kansas is to become a new State, ercated out of the pub- |
lic domain, and will designate her | daries in the fun- |

w. To most of the land within her lmits |

ving passed many

in anew State, and represented it for o

period in the Senate of the United States, 1T know

the serious encumbranee arising from large bodies of

an .IJmt:;u'hﬁjkh tl:;!mltm title is not ox-

A ) subject the convention may nct

by such just lmmhmﬂ rovisions as will acocler-
abo the extinguishment of Tndian title,

There is, the qnestion of milroad grants
m::muwauwcmm but one, (where
the could not be agreed um and, within o few
months past, to the fourishing 1

was made to Mi by, even in mdvance of hor becoming
a State, under the of her present distinguished |
apeniily 0 wnits her oMt g g il
y to system onrs.
Kangas in entitled to grants similar to
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these lands to companics 1o
build these ronds, should reserve, at least, the seven per
vent. of their gross annnal receipts, it s quite cortain that
#0 soon as these ronds are constructed, such will be the

wor, prosperity, and progress of the country, whilst
ﬁ:king it together in bonds of ever-increasing commerce

and intercourse, und tending, by these Its, to soflen
or extinguish sectional passions und prejudice, and thus
the Union of the States. wystem it is

pe
clearly the interest of the whole country shall progress

!ltwiuImM that ::a M".:l"“b::
ve-per-cent. fud, of their valent, have h:z!
made good to the new States u-;w the
Imﬂmnuhmm'dn'um

Upon looking st the location of Kanss, oqui-distant
from North to South, and from the Atlantic to the Pacitic,
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rhansas, and
through Texas to Ban Francisco, and other points on
Pacific; northward and enstward our linés wonld connect

e bt e o . gt S
q who, ing their State
constitution, are to declare the terms on which they pro-
enter Congross cannot compel the
of & Territory to enter the Union as a State, or
change, without their consent, the constitution framed

until the States west of the Mississippi shall be int {

od, like those east of that dver, by s net-work of milroads,
until the whole, at various points, ehall reach the shores
of the Pacific. “The policy of such grants by Congress is
now clearly established; and whatever doubts may have
prevailed in the minds of o few persons as to the con.
stitutionality of such grants, when based only upon the
transfer of a portion of the public domain, in the language
of the insogural of the President, ‘Yor the improve-
ment of the inder,'"  yet when they are made, as now
proposod in the ordi panying our constitution,
in consideration of our relinguishing the right to tax the
public lnds, such grants become, in fact, sales for ample
oquivalents, and thelr constitutionality is placed beyond
all doubit or controversy. For this renson, aleo, and in
onler that these grants, may be made for ample equiva-
lents, s upon grounds of clear, constitutional author-
ity, it is most wise that they should be included in our
ondinance, and take effect by compact when the State is
ndmitted inte the Union, If my will conld have pre-

valled os regards the public landg, ns indicated in my.

public career, nnd especially in the bill presented by me,
ns chadrmsn of the Committee on Public Lands, to the
Senate of the United States, which passed that body,
but failed in the House, I wounld authorize no sales
uf these Lunds e for settlement and  cultivation,
reserving not merely a pre-emption, but a | tead of o
quarter-section of llnli in fiuvor of every actual settler,
whether coming from other States or emigrating from Eo-
rope. Great and populous States would thus rapidly be
added to the confederacy, until we should soon have one
unbiroken line of States from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
piving immense additional power and security to the
Unfon, and  fiacilita intorcourse between all its parts.
This woull be alike beneficial to the old and to the new
States.  To the working men of the old States, as well as
of the new, it would be of incalvalable advantage, not
moerely by affording  them o home in the West, but by
maintaining the wages of labor, by enabling the working
classes to emigmte and become cultivators of the soil,
when the rewards of daily toil should gink below a fair
remnuneration,  Every new Stato, besides, adds to the
customers of the old States, o Ing their fi
tures, employing their hants, giving busi to their
vessels and canals, their milronds and cities, and a pow-
vrful impuolse to their industry and prosperity.  Indeald,
it ls the growth of the mighty West which has added,
more than all other causes combined, to the power and
prosperity of the whole country, whilst at the same time,
throngh the 16 of busi and ¢ ¢, it has
been bullding up fnumense cities in the eastern, Atlantie,
anid middle States, and replenishing the federal treasury
with large payments from the settlers upon the public
lands, rendered of real value only by their labor; and
thug, from  increased ts, bringing back avgmented
imports, and soon ¥ incveading the revenne of the
government from that source also,

Without asking anything new from Congress, if Kansas
ean receive, on coming into the Union, all the nsual
grants, and use them judicionsly, she can not only speed-
ily cover herself with a net-work of milroads, tat, by de-
voling all the rest to purposes of cducation, she wonld
soon have o complete gystem of common schools, with

1 schools, free nendemies, and a great university, in
all of which tnition should be free to all our people.  In
that university the mechanic arts, with model workshops,
and all the sceiences should be taught, and especially ag-
reulture in connexion with a model farm.

Although yon ask nothing more in yonr ordinance than
hiw been already granted to the other new States, yet in
view of the sacrifice of life and property incurred by the

| people of Kansas, in establishing here the great principles

of Ntate and popular sovereignty, aud thus perpetunting
the Union, Congress, doubtless, will regard with indul-
gent favor the new State of Kansas, and will weleome her
into the Union with joyfl congratulations and n mest
liberal policy as to the public domain.

The full benefit of that great measure, the gradustion
and reduction of the price of the public lands in favor
only of settlors and cultivators, so often urged by me in
the Senate and in the Treasury Department, and finally
adopted by Congress, should also be secured in our ordi-
nunce.  Having witnessed in new States the deep injury
intticted wpon them by large bodies of their most fertile
land being monopolized by speculators, T suggest, in ac-
cordance with the public policy ever mdvoeated by me,
thut our entire lnnd tax, under the constitution, for the
next twenty years should be confined exclusively to unoc-
cupled land—whether owned by residents or non-resi-
dents—as ono of the best means of goarding ngninst a
monopoly of our choice lands by speculators, 1 desire,
in faot, to see onr convention exercise the whole constitu-
tional power of a State, to guard our rights and interests,
aml especinlly to protect the settlers and cultivators
ngainst the monopoly of our public domain by speeula-
bora.

As regards the school lands of the now States, the fol-
lowing views will be found in my reports of the sth of
Devember, 1847, and 0th of December, 1845, as Scoretary
of the Troasury of the United States :

“The luti tained in my Inst report for
#hiet establishinent of ports of entry in Ovegon, and the ex-
tension there of our revenue laws, is again reepectfully

presented to the consideration of Congress, together. with |

donations of farms to settlers and emigrants, and the
grant of & school section in the centre of every quarter of
# township, which would bring the school-honse within a
point not exceeding n mile and a hnlf in distance from
the most remote inhabitant of such quarter township.'”

And again ; \

* My lnst report recommended the grant of one section
of lnnd for schools in every guarter township in Oregon. ©
e L] o O Congress, to some extent, adopted

by the people. Congress, 6 i true, may for constitu-
tional rensons vefuse admission, but the Blate slone, in
forming her constitution, can presoribe the torms on
which sho will enter the Union.  This power of the peo-
ple of a Territory in forming a State constitution is one
Importance, States carved out of
all lands of Kunsas arc
of them are occupied by Indian
are the property of the federal gov-
crnment, but thelr right is exclusively that of a propri-
etor, carrying with it no political power,

tions of the federal government, they

estate within the limits of the State. s, wlthough a
State cannot tax the federal mint or custom-houses, yot it
may tax the ground on which they stand, unless exempted
by State nuthority. Such is the well-sottled doctrine of
the Supreme Conrt of the United Btates.  In 1838 Judge
MeLean, of the Supreme Court of the United States, made
the following decision ;

“1t is true the United States held the proprictary right
under the net of cession, and also the right of sovereignty
until the State g t was established ; but the mere
proprictary right, if it exist, gives no right of sovereiguty.
The United States may own land within a State, but po-
litieal jurisdiction does not follow this ownership, Where
Jjurisdiction Is necessary, as for furts and wrsenils, » cis-
sion of it is obtained from the State. Even the lands of
the United States within the Btate are exemptod from tax-
ation by compact.”’

By the recent decision of the Supreme Court of the
United States, so justly favorable to the rights and inter-
est of the new States, especially those formed out of the
territory mequired, like Kansos, since the adoption of the
constitution, it is clear that the ownership of the public
lunds of such Territory is viewed by the court exclusively
ns o proprictary right, cwrrying with it no political power
or right of eminent domain, snd affecting in no way the
exercise of any of the sovercign attributes of Btate an-
thority. When Kansas becomes a State, with all the at-
tributes of State sovereignty coextengive with her limits,
nmong these must be the taxing power, which is an in-
herent clement of State authority. T do not dispute the
title of the government to the public lands of Kansas,
but T do say that this right is that of an owner only, sid
that, when Kansas becomes a State, the public Luds wre
subject to tuxation by State anthority, like those of any
individual proprietor, unless that power is relinguished
by the State in the ordinance, sssuming the form of o
compact, by which the State is admiited into the Union,

This relinquishment of the taxing power as to the pul-
lic lands, so important to the genernl government, and
which has hevetofure been exacted by Congress on their
own terms from all the new Blates, is decply injurdous to
the State, depriving ber almost entirely of the principal
recourse of n new Btite by taxation to support her govern.-
ment,  Now that this question is conclugively settlod by
| the Supreme Court of the United States; as n consequence
| of their recent decision, it s proper for the Slate, in
making this relinquishment of the right to tax the public
lnnds, to annex the conditions on which she consents to
wnch ption. This should be done in the constitution
upon terms just to Knnsas and to the foderal govern-
tient,

Should Kansas relinguish the right of taxing the pulilic
lands for equivalent, she should, in wy judgment, al-
though sustained by Irvesistible conclusions from the de-
clsfon of the Supreme Court of the United States, and
sound constitutional views of State rights, place the jques-
tion in its strongest form, by asking nothing more than
hae been granted to the other new States, including the
grants for education, railroads, &c.  She will thus give
the bighest proof that she is not governed by sondid views,
anud that she means to exact nothing from Congress thnt
is unjust or nnusual, 1
| Tcaunot too earnestly impress upon you the necessity
L of removing the slavery agitation from the halls of Con-

wress and presidentinl conflicts. It is conceded that Con-
| gress has no power to interfere with slavery in the States
| where it exists ; and if it can now be established, ns is
| clearly the doctrine of the itution, that Congress ling
no authority to interfere with the people of & Territory on
this subject, in"forming o State constitution, the question
| must be removed from congressional and presidential elec.
thons,
This is the principle affirmod by Congress in the act or-
panizing this Territory, mtified by the people of the Uni-
ted States in the recent election, and maintained by the
| late decigion of the Supreme Court of the United States.
| Irthis principle can e carried into suecessful operation

in Knnsns—that her people shall determine what ghall be

her socinl inatltminm-—-l.‘he slavery question must be with-
| drawn from the halls of Congress, and from our presiden-
| tinl conflicts, and the safety of the Union be placed beyond

all peril; whereas, if the principle should be defested
| here, the slavery agitation must be renewed in all eloe-
- tions throughout the conntry, with incressing bitterness,
- until it shall eventually overthrow the govermment,

It is this agitation which, to European powers, presents
the only hope of subverting our free institutions, nnd, ns
a consequence, destroying the principle of eclf-govern-
ment throughout the world, It I8 this hope that hns al-
| rendy inflicted deep injury upon our country, exciting
monarchical or despotic interfurence with our domestic as
well as foreign affairs, and inducing their interposition,
uot only in our elections, but in diplomatic intercourse,
to arrest our progress, to limit our influence and power,
depriving us of great advantages in peaceful territorial
expansion, as well os In trade with the nations of the
world. :

Indeed, when T reflect upon the hostile position of the
European press during the recont clection, snd their ex-

this recommendation by granting two school sections in
cach township, instead of one, for education in Oregon ;
Lt it is respectinlly suggested that even thus extended
the grant iy wiill inadequate in amount, whilst the loca-
tion is inconvenient, and too remote for a school which
allean attend.  The subject is again presented to the at-
tention of Congress, with the rocommendation that it
shall be extended to California and New Mexico, and also
to all the other new States and Territorics containing the

ulting predictions of the diseolution of our Union as n
consequenco of the triumph of a sectional candidate, I can.
nob doubt that the peaceful nnd per t establish

and progrosses South ! Ls it this same great climatic law
now operting for or ngalnst slavery in Kansas. 1f, on
the clevated pluins of Kansas, streiching to the base of
our American  Alps—the locky mountalis—and inclu.
ding their castern ovest crowned with perpetual snow,
from which sweep over her open prairies those ehilling
blasts, reducing the average mnge of the thermometer
here to a tempernture nearly ms low as that of New Eng-
land, shonld render sluvery unprofitable here, § un-
sulted to the tropioal constitution of the pegro mce, the
law above referred to wust ultimately determine that
question here, aud can no moss be controlled by the legis-
lation of man than any other moral or physical law of
the Almighty. Especinly must this lnw operste with ir-
resistible furce in this country, where the number of slaves
Is limited, and cannot be  increased by fmportation,
where many millions of acres of sugar and cotton lands
are still vocultivated, and, from the ever-sugmenting de-
mand, exceeding the sapply, the price of those great
stuples has nearly doubled, dewanding vastly more slave
Iabor for their production,

If, from the operation of these causes, slavery should
not exist here, I trust it by no means follows that Kan-
s should become a State controlled by the treason and
fanaticism of abolition. She has, in any event, certaln
constitutional duties to perform to her sister States, nod
enpecially Lo ber immediate neighbor—the slaveholding
Btate of Missourl, Through that great State, by rivers
andd ruilronds, must flow o n great extent our trnde  wad
intervourse, our imports snd exports,  Our entine eastern
front ia upon her border; from Missouri come a grost
number of her citizens ; even the farms of the two Niates
are cat by the line of State Loundary, part In Kansas,
part in Missouri ; ber citisens meel us in daily intercourse ;
and that Kanww should become hostile to Missouri, nn
asyvlum for her fugitive slaves, or o propagundist of abaoli-
tion treason, woull be alike inexpedient and unjnst, and
fatal to the continuanoe of the American Union.  In any
event, then, 1 trust that the constitution of Kansas will
contain such clauses as will furever secure to the State of
Missourl the fuithful performance of all constitutional

alane entitled o your sympathy and
if he were happler a8 a freeman Me:dmn.n either
bere or in St Domingo, or the British West Indies or
Spanish Awmerios, where the ¢ slnve has rece-
ded to barbasism, and chos the Towest point in the
descending scale of moral, physical, and lnk'mll e
rudation.  Hueve our white brethren of the grest Amerd
can and European moe no claims upon our sttention
Have they no rights or interests entitlad to regard and
protection ' Blall the destiny of the African in Kansas
Tude all idemtions connected with our own bhappl-
noss and prosperity ¢ And is it for the handful of that
rce now in Kausas, or that may be hereafter introduced,
that we should subvert the Unlon and the great prinei-
{-lou of self-government wnd Biate soverciguty, and fm-
wue our hiands in the blood of onr countrymen ! lIm-
portant as this African question may be in Kansas, and
which it is your solomnn right to determine, it sinks Into
insignificance compared with the perpetuity of the Union
and the final successful establishment of the principles of
Btate sovereignty and free government. If patriotism,
if devotion to the constitution and love of the Union,
should not induce the minority to yield to the ma-
jority on this question, lot them reflect, that in
no event can the winority woveessfully determine this
yuostion permanently, and that in wo contingency will
Congress adimit Konsos ns 0 slave or freo State unless
a majority of the people of Kansas shall first have firly
and freely decided this question for themselves by a
direct vote on the adoption of the constitution, ex.
cluding all frond or violence.  The minority, in resisting
the will of the majority, may involve Kansis again in civil
war ; they may bring upan her reproach and obloguy, and
destroy lier progress and prosperity ; they mny keep her
for years out of the Unlon, and, in the whirlwind of agi-
tation, sweep away the government fsell,  But Kansas
never can be brouwght into the Union with or without sla-
very escepl by o previous solemn decision, fully, freely,
and fairly mode by o majority of her people in voting for
or agalnst the adoption of her State constitution.  'Why,
then, should this just, peaceful, and constitutional mode

guamntees, not ouly by federal, bt Ly State authority,
nnd the supremacy within our limits of the authority of
the Bupreme Court of the United States on all constitu-
tiomal questions be firmly established.

Upon the south Kansas is bounded by the great South-
wostern Indian territory.  Thik Is one of the most slu-
brious and fertile portions of thiscontinent, It is a groat
cotton-growlng region, admirably adapted by soil and oli-
mate for the products of the Bouth, embrcing the val-
leys of the Arkansas and fled river, adjoining Texas on
the south and west, and Arkansss on the cast, and it
ought spoedily to become u Btate of the American Union,
The Indian treaties will constitute no obstacle any more
than precisely similar treatios did in Kansas, for their lands,
vitlueless to them, now for sale, but which, sold with
their comsent and fur thelr benefit like the Indian lund of
Kansas, would make them o most wealthy and prosper-
ous people, and their consent on these terms would be
most cheerfully given,  This Territory containg double
the area of the Binte of Indiann, and, i necessary, an ad-
equate portion of the western and more elevated part
could be set apart exclusively for these tribes, and the
eastern and larger portion be formed into s State, and its
lnnds sold for the benefit of these tribes, (ke the Indian
lands of Kunsas)) thus greatly promoting all their inter-
osts.  To the enstorn boundary of this region on the State
of Arkansas run the railroads of that State ; to her south-
ern Hmite come the great milroads from  Louisinnn and
Texas, from New Orleans and Galveston, which will alti-
mately be joined by railvonds from Konsoas, leading
throngh this Indian  Ferritory, conneeling Kansas with
Now Urleans, the Gulf of Mexico, and with the South-
e Pacific milroad, leading through Texns to Sen Fron-
clseo,

1t is essentind to the true intercets not only of Knneas,
but of Loubsdans, Texas, and Arkansas, lowa and Mis-
rourd, and the whole region west of the Mississippi, that
this coterminous Bouthwestern Indian terrdtory  should
speedily become s State, not only to supply us with cot-
ton, and receive onr products in retom, it as oocupying
the aren over which that portion of our railronds should
run which connect us with New Orleans and Galveston,
and by the southern route with the I'ncific. From her cen.
tral pusition, through or connected with Konsas, must
run the central, northern, anl southern routes to the
Pacific; and with the lutter, as well as with the Gulf, the
contexion can only be secured by this Bouthwestern tor-
ritory  beeoming s State, and to this Kansas shonld direct
her earnest attention as essentinl to her prosperity,

Ouy conutry and the world are regurding with profound
interest the struggle now impending in Kansas.  Wheth-
er we are compelent to sell-government—whether we
ean decide this controversy  peacefully for ourselves by
our own votes, without fraud or violence —whether the
great principles of self-government and Stale sovercignty
can be carried hore into successful operation—are the
inestions now to be determined, and upon the plaing of
Kansas may now be fought the lnst great and decisive bat-
tle, involving the fate of the Union, of State sovereignty, of
self-government, md the libertios of the worll.  If, my
follow-citizens, you could, even for a brief period, soften
or extinguish seotional passlons or prejudics, and 1ift your-
selves to the full realistion of the monentous ssues in-
trugted to your decision, yon would feel that no groater
responstbility was ever devolved on any people. It is not
merely ehall slavery exist in or disppest from Konses,
bt shall the great principles of self-government and State
rovercignty be maintained or subverted.  State sovereign-
ty is mainly a practical principle, in so far as it j2 illos-
truted by the great sovervign right of the majority of the
people, in forming a State government, to adopt their
own gocial institutions, and this principle is disreganded
whenever such docision is subverted by Congress. or over-
thrown by external intrusion, or by domestic frand or vio-
lenee.  All those who oppose this principle are the enc-
mies of State rights, of self-government, of the constitu-
tion and the Union. Do you love slavery so much, or
hate it 8o intensely, that you would endeavor to establish
or exclude it by frund or vielence, ngainst the will of the
majority of the people?  What is Kansas, with or with-
out slavery, if she should destroy the - rights and union of
the States ! Where would  be schools, her free acad-
cmies, her colleges and university, her towns and cities,
her railronds, fwrms, and  villoges, without the Union,
and the principles of self~government !  Where would be
ey pence and presperity, and what the value of her lands
wnd property - Who enn decide this question for Kanwas,
if not the people themselves ! And if they cannot, noth-
ing but the sword ean’ become the arbiter,

On the one hand, if you can and will decide peacefully
this question yourselves, 1 see for Kaneas an immediate
cnrver of power, progress, mnd prosperity, unsurpassed in
the history of the world. 1 pee the peaceful establish.
ment of our Btate constitution, its ratification Ly the peo-
ple and our immediate admisson fito the Union, the
rapid extinguishment of Tmdian title, and  the occnpancy
of those laads by seltlers and cultivators ; the diffusion of
universal education ; pre-emptions for the actionl settlors;
the State rapidiy intersected by o net-work of vadlromds ;
our churches, schools, colleges, and university earrying
westward the progress of law, roligion, liberty, and civil-
igation ; our towns, cities, aod villages prosperons wd

progressing; our favms teeming with abondant products, |

uf these principles, now being subjectesd to their final tost
in Kansas, will terminate Enropean opposition to all thos:
mensures which must so much fnerenso our commerce,
furnish new markets for our products and fabrics, and by
conservative, peaceful progress, carry our flag and the
empire of our constitution into new and adjacent regions

puablic domain,*

Acting upon the first of theso recommendations, bat
nat carrying them fully into effect, Congress doubled the
school-section grants—an advance upon the former sys-
tem.  But, in my judgment, the benefits intended will
never be fally realizsed until fonr school sections, instead
of two are granted in every townahip, locating the school
section in the centre of every quarter township ; thus, by
only doubling the school sections, ihg every section
of the public domain in the new Blatés to adjoin a school
section, which would add immensely to the value of the
polilic lands, whilst, st the same time, affording an ado-
quate fund not only for fhe establishment of common
schools in every township, bat of high schools, normal

hools, and free academies, which, together with the

obtained recent grants, was
reservition for the benefit of
of itsell 0 comclusive reason
why these raflroad grants shionld bo reserved in the ordi.
nanoe our Btate constitution, so that our
ve the whole benefit of the grant, instesd
ﬂhﬂﬂ“h‘h‘gﬁuh sgents appointed to ol

grants by companies substantially in many
canos for their own benefit, although in the name of the

Htate.
There is another remson why these milrou! grants

:
i
|
g
?

five-percent. fund and wniversity grant before veferred
to, would place Knnsas ina fow years, in point of solence
and education, in the front rank of the Btates of the
American Union andof the world. This is a subject always
regardod by me with intense interest, inasmuch ns my
ighest hopo of the perpetuity of our Union, and of the con-
tinued success of selfgovernment, is based upon the pro-
gressive education and enlightenment of the people, en-
abling thom fully to their own troe intorests,
the incalgnlable advantages of our Union, the exemption
ﬁwﬁepnmofdmﬁ-:u, the control of sectional
p-ﬁmumdtndudlw. progress of the arts and
sclences, and Intion of knowledge, which is
mry%mmdmbmmhmmlmn.md
which advance so much the great interests of our
whole country.

the whole under the authority of the legislature In the

In of the |

inistration of a fond so saored.

I ble a8 a part of the Union to our welfare and
seenrity, adding eoffee, sugar, and other articles to our
staple exports, whilst greatly reducing their price to the
confumer.
| Nor s it only in our foreign interconrse that peace will

b preserved amd our prosperity advanced by the accept-
ol Tt of the per of our gov t, bmsed npon
the § ful settd t of this question in Kansas, Lut at
| home the same sentiment will awaken renewed confi-
dence in the stability of our institutions, give a new jw-
| pulse to all our industry, and earry us onwird in n carcer
of progress avd  prosperity excesding cven our most san-
guine expeetations; o new movement of European eapi-
| tal will flow in us for permanent investment, and o
Cnew exodus of the Earopean masses, nided by the pre-
emption principle, eury westward the advanchg column
| of Ameriean States in one unlwoken phalanx to the Va-
cific.

And let me ask you, what possible good has been ac-
complished by agitating in Congress and in presidentinl
conflicts the slavery question ! Has it emancipated o sin-
gle slave or improved thelr condition ! Has it male a
ingle State free where slavery otherwise wonld have ex-
fstod ! Has it lernted the dispyp of slavery
from the more northern of the slaveholding States, or -
complished any onl good whatever ! No, my fel-
low-citizens, mﬁmbm unmitigated evil has alvendy en-
sued, with disasters still more fearful impending for the
future, ns n consequence of bhis agitation.

There is 8 law more powerful than the legislation
of man—more potent than jon or prejudice-—that
must_ultimately determine the locstion of slavery in
this country ; it la the lsothermal line; it is the law
of the thermometer, of latitude or altitwle, regula-
and, as a conse-

nud greatly apprecinied in value; and peace, happiness
and prosperity smiling throughout our borders.  With
proper clauses in our constitution, and the peaceful arbi-
trament of this question, Kansas mny become the model
State of the Amegican Unjon.  She muy bring down upon
us from North to South, from East to West, the pra

of gettlement guect with opposition from afy quarter ! Is
Kanss willing to destroy her own hopes of prosperity
merely that she may afford political capital to any party,
al perpetunte the agitetion of slavery throunglhout the
Union ¥ Is she to become a mere theme for agitators in
other Btates, the theatre on which they shall perform the
bloody dramn of treason and disundon ! Does she want
to see the solemn ncts of Congress, tho decision of the peo-
ple of the Union in the rocent election, the logislative,
execative, and judicial suthorities of the country all over-
thrown, and revolution and elvil war inangurated
thronghout hor Hmits ! Does she want to be “hloeding
Kangas" for the benefit of political ngitatons, within or
ot of her lmits, or does she prefer the peaccful and quiet
arbitrament of this question for herself?  What benefit
will the great body of the people of Kanss derive {rom
these ngitutions . They may for a brief period give conse-
quence and power to political leaders nnd agitators ; but
itis at the expense of the bappines and wolfure of the
wreat bady of the pedple of this Territory,

Those who oppose slivery in Kansas do not base their
opposition npon any philasthropic principles, or any sym-
pesthy for the Afriean raee 3 for in thelr so-called consti-
tution, framed ut Topeka, they deem that entire rce 5o
inferior and dograded a8 to exclude them all forever from
Kunsas, whother they be bond or free—thus depriving
them of all rights here, and denying even that they can
be citizens of the United Btates ; for if they are citizens,
they conld not constitutionally be exiled or excluded
from BEnnens, Yot such a clanse, inserted in the Topekn
constitution, was submitted by that convention for the
vote of the people, and ratified here by an overwhelming
majority of the anti-slavery party. This party here,
therefure, has, in the most positive msuner, affirmed the
constitutionnlity of (hat portion of -the recont decision of
the Bupreme Court of the United States declaring that
Africans are not citizens of the United States,

This in the more important, innsmoch as this Topeka
coustitution was ratified, with this clause inserted, by the
entire republican party in Congress— thus distinetly affirm-
ing the recent decision of the Bupreme Court of the Union,
that Afvicans are not citizens of the United States ; for if
citizens they may be elected to all offices, State and na-
tional, including the presidency itself; they must be
placed upon o basis of perfect oquality with the whites,
serve with them in the militia, on the bench, the legisla-
ture, the jury box, vote in all elections, meet us in social
intercourse, and intermany freely with the whites. This
doctring of the perfect equality of the white with the
black, in all respects whatsoever, social and political,
clearly fullows from the position that Africans are citizens
of the United States. Nor is the Bupreme Court of the
Union less clearly vindicated by the position now assumed
Tiere by the [\Ilh‘{lhﬂﬂ creed of this parly, that the people
of Knnsus, in forming their State oonstitution, (and not
Congress, ) must decide this question of slavery for them-
selves. Having thus sustained the court on both the
vontroverted pointa decided by that tribunal, it is hoped
they will not approve the anarchical and vevolutionary
proceodings in other States, expunging the Supreme Court
from our system by depriving it of the great power for
which it was eroated, of expounding the constitution. 1
that be done, we can have in fuct no unity of government
or fundamental law, but just ns many ever-varying cons
stitutions ns  passion, prejudice, and loenl interests may
from time to time preseribe in the thirty-oue States of
the Union,

I have endeavored heretofore faintly to foreshadow the

the pathway of poaceful and expansion, of pov,
and renown, until our t, in the distant futey
shall be covered by the folds of the American bann
and, instructed by our example, all m#ur e
world, through many trials nnd secrifices, entabliy
the grest principles of our constitutional confederucy
frec and sovercign Btates.

R. J. WALKER

LATE AND INTERESTING FROM KANSAS
[Cortespondonce of the Joarnal of Commerce.
Lscomrros, K. T., May 29, 1857
Governor Walker bas arrived. He has delivered |,
address to the people of the Territory. 1t is an all
cloar, and positive docament, and will mlly to his s,
port the conservative musses of Kansas,  His views in o,
gard to the question of submitting the constitution to 1,
framed to the people, and the whole people, with a dj,
tinct clause in 1t in relation to the slavery snbject,
be applanded in every secti of the Union. On them ik
demoemey of the Territory will stand, and on thew th:,
will trinmph.
e °

° 0 e ° o

Quite n respoctable dinnee was given to the governor i,
his nrrival, st which about scventy sat down.  Speecl,,
were made by the governor, ex-Governor Bhannon, Se,
tary Stanton, Surveyor General Callioun, and othe,
which, like most after-dinner spoeches, were eloguey
enough and pleasant to lsten to in the intervals betwe
the qualiing of wine. In the evening a ball was give
at which alf the ladics of the vapital were present, i,
gether with a sprinkling from the country about, son
twenty or twenty-five in all, and at which the musiy
attorney general of the Territory enncted the part of v,
linist.

On lnying oside the gubernatorial robe, Mr. Staots
retives from  office with the affection of his friends, v,
admiration of the groator portion of his political opp
nents, and the respect of every true man, of whateve
purty, in Kansas,  His administration of affairs here 1y
been one of moderation, firmness, and justioe, and by
been peculinrly successful in the spirit of conciliation ay
harmony with which [t has inspired the settlers, of o

hdes of opinion, in 1 to what should be the di
tiny of thé new State, e has cleared the way for Gox
Walker: and Governor Walker can only learn by observ
tion hereafter the extent to which he is indebtod to hi
wecretary of State for the good feeling with which Lo
gonernlly received.

1 say generally, for, to the mortifleation ns well o
regret of the citizens of Lawrence, on passing o nigh
there on his way here, he was suljected to an insult i
tlicted upon him in an impulse of fanaticlsm as miserall
s it was contemptible.  He was invited by a Judge Co
way to attend and address a meeting assembled in hon
of Senator Wilson, who changed to be in the place. He d:
clined, excopt on the express condition that in the o
marks made at the meeting nothing of a political m
ture should be indulged in.  The condition was assentol
to. He attended, and when he had finished his remark:
which were plensantly received, Judge Conway rose, an
i return began o speech so inflammatory and discourt.
ous as to indoce many of the free-State leaders to leay
the hall in disgust,

Judge Conway, 1 understand, akpires to be the cand
date of the abolition party for Congress.  He is fairly e
titled to the inati in iderstion of his exhili
tion of fanaticism at the Wilson meeting.  Although th
moderate free-State men, both st Lawrence and elsewhe
in the Territory, repudiate him, it is to be expected thy
his friends among the extremists will not forget his so
vices, but will gratify his aspirations by affording him o
opportunity of running.

¥rom tho Atlas aud Argis
STt must be bered that, in dealing with Mormon
at present, we deal not with Amesicans, but with fir

vigners, who have no qmg;h with our institution:
Most of the Mormons are 154:, Welsh, Beotel, !

who, upon lan ou our shores, directed ther
?:l;-:’muﬂ.\. anrrlm h.nowd::;x institutions exoept those o
the Mormons,""

The great majority of the Mormaons, since the polygs
mons development of that community, are reeruited fron
England and Wales ; and are taken from o cluss whe, |
we ean believe parliamentary veports, suffer littlo detor
oration, nor indeed much change, by their Introductio)
into this new sockalism.

The English gublic recoiled o fow years ago before thy
revelations made on this subject to Parliament—revels
tions which were not confined to the vicipusness of citie
ar the moral darkness of mining sl faoturing conr
munities; but which showed & universality of anti-nup
tinl unchastity and marital infidelity on the part of whol
0 ities in the rural distriots, such as there is w

wonderful prosperity, which wonld follow st ence in Kan-
sn the penceful and final settlement of this question.
But, if it should be in the power of sgitators to prevent
wuch o result, nothing but ruin will pervade our territory.
Confidence will expive, and law sd order will be sub-
| verted,  Anarchy and civil war will be reinsngurated
| among ne. Al property will greatly depreciate in value.
Even the best farms will beeome almost worthless.  Our
towns and cities will sink into decay.  Emigration into
| our territory will cease, A mournful train of returning
rettlers, with ruined hopes and blasted fortunes, will leave
our borders,  All who have purchased property at present
prices will be scrificed, and Kansas will bo marked by
| universal min and desolation.
| Nor will the mischief be arrested here, Tt will extend
| into every other State.  Despots will exult over the fail-
ure here of the great principles of welf-gover t, nnd
the approaching downfull of our confederacy. The pil-
| lars of the Union will yock upon their base, and we may
| close the next presidentinl conflict amid the seattered
| fragments of the constitution of our onoe happy and
| united people.  The hanner of the stars and stripes, the
emblem of our country's glory, will be rent by contend-
| ing fnctions. We slnll no longer have a conntry.  The
| friends of human liberty in other realms will shrink des-
pairing from the conflict.  Despotic power will resume
its sway throughout the world, and man will have tried
in wain the last exporiment of self-government. The
architects of our countey's ruin, the assassing of her pence
and progperity, will share the same common ruin of all
onr rwe,  They will meet, whilst Hving, the bitter cursos
of & ruined people, whilst history will record as their only
epitnph : These were the destroyers of the American Union, of
| the libertien of their covuntry and of the roorld.
Dut T do not despair of the republic. My hope is in
| the patriotism and intelligence of the people; in their
love of conntry, of liberty, and of the Union.  Especially
is oy confidence unbounded in the hardy pionters and
settlors of the West, 1t was such settlers of a new State
devoted to the constitution and the Union, whom 1 long

and blessing of every patiiotic American, and of every
friend of self-government throughout the world. She
may record her name on the proudest page of the history
of our country nnd of the world, mnd as the youngest and
Inst-born child of the American Unioa, all will bail and
rogard her with respect and atfection.

Om the other hand, if you ennnot thus peacefully decide
this question, frand, violence, and injustice will reign su-
prome throwghont oor bovders, and we will have achieved
the undying infamy of having destroyed the liberty of
onr comtry and of the world, We will become a by-
word of reproach and obloquy; and all history will record
the fuct that Kangws wis the grave of the Ameriean Union,
Never won so tous u gquesti bmitled to the de-
cision of any people; and we cannot avoid the alternatives
now placed before we of glory or of shame.

May that overruling Providence who bronght our fore-
fathers in safoly to Jamestown and  Plymonth—who
watchod over our colonial  pupllage—who convened our

tors In liar I conucils on the birthday of
American independenve—who gave us Washington, and
crried un successfully through the strnggles and perils of
the revolution —who wssembled, in 1787, that nobly band
of patriots and statesmen from North and Bouth who
framed the federl constitution—who has sugmentod oure
numbers from three millions to thirty millions, hus cor-
ried us from the castern slope of tho Alleghanies through
the great valleys of the Ohlo, Mississippl, and Missourd,
and now salutes our standard on the shores of the Pacific—
rouse in oor hearts a love of the whole Unfon, and a pa-
triotic devotion to the whole country,  May it extinguish
or control all soctional passions and proj , and eonble
us to conduet to a successful conclusion the great experl-
ment of sell-government now being mnde within your
bonnrdaries,

Ir it not infinitely botler thut slavery should be abol-
inlied or established in Knosas, rather than that we shoull

beoome savos andd not permitted to govern ourselves?
Is the absence or exivtence of dlavery In EKnnss parn-

planted liere from the equatorial heatn of Afrien. Why | mount to the great questions of State soverelgnty, of solf-
Iw it that in the Union slavery reoedes from . the North, ' government, and of the Union? s

the sble African

1 ted in the Benate of the United States, and whose
rights nnd interests it was my pride and pleasure there, as
wull ns in the Treasury Department, to protect and advo.
cate. It was men like these whose rifles drove back the
invader from the plaing of Orloans, and planted the stars
and stripes upon the victoriouws fleld of Mexico, Those
wre the men whom gold onnnot corvupt nor foes intimidate,
Prom their towns and villages, from their farms and cot-
| tangron, epread over the beautiful praivics of Kansas, they
| will eoma forward now in defence of the conatitution anid
| the Union.  These are the glovious legney they received
| from onr fathers, and thoy will tr it to their chilid
| the priceless beritage.  Before the peaceful power of their
suflrage this dangerous soctional agitation will disappear,
and punce and prosperity once more reign throughout our
boriders.  In the hearts of this nolle band of patriotic set-
tlors the love of their country and of the Undon is Inex-
tinguishable, It loaves them not in death, lmt follows
| themn into that highor realm, where, with Washington
| and Franklin, oud their noble compatriots, they look
| down with undying affection upon their country, and
| offer up their fervent pryers that the Union and the con-
stitution may be perpetual.  For recollect, my fellow-
| citizeng, that it Is the eonstitution that mukes the Union,
| wnd unless that immortal instrument, bearing the name
| of the Fatler of his Country, shnll be maintained entire
in all its wise provisions and sacred guarnntees, our free
institutions mnst perish.
My rell algo fa imahaken upon the same overruling
| Providence which has carried us triuvmphantly :
| mo many perils and contlicts, which has lifted us to s
| helght of powor and prosperity unexampled In history,
| and, if we shall maintain the constitution and the Union
| points un to a future more glorious and sublime
| mind enn comevive or pen desevibe.  The march of
| country’s destiny, like that of His first people,
The
|

=2f

marked by the foot-prints of the steps of Gl
| wtitution and the Union are *‘the clond by day, and
| pillar of fire by night,”” which will oarry us safely under
| his guldance, through the wilderness and  bitter waters,
Into the promised and  ever-extending fieldn of our coun.
tey's glory, Tt in Hlis had which beol na 1in

§

£

parallel of elsewhere. ¥

It vequired very little change to accommodate this clna
to the creed and practices of Brighnm Young. They have
retragraded but little in religion or conduet, and fecl 1t
tle sympathy with the American government, except 1
far as it lets them alone.

But the argumont which would seek in this fuct an il-
Tustration of the danger of foreign intl on our politi
cal system, and of the necessity of ubrogating cur natu-
ralization laws or extending the term of probation now
defined by them, is o mistaken one.  These forcign Mor-
mong do not ask or attain naturaliztion ; nor do the
native-born exerciso oitizenship.  Wo venture o say that
few or none of the immigrants of this class have decland
their intentions or taken out their paper, or are likely w.
The Mormon body is not a political community. It isgov-
arned by o hierarchy ; and its main idea is that of isols
tiom and sepuration from the world's people.

What would, soonest of all things, break up this clost
corporation would be n political organization. Give thest
people citisenship ; organize them into separate politiol
districts ; arm the weak with the ballot, and secuieh
free press and an open jury trial to them, and this eccle
slastical despotism would perish.  Such rotten and un
wholesome organimations grow up in the darkness of mys
tery, in the el and stagnation of priestly tyrnn)
Tho light and ventilation of o free politicnl system is v
tal to them.

We find in the court proceedings ot Wilmington, 1
wware, the following : ““Joseph Newman, fried for por
chasing property from boys who had purloined or stal
it, wos convicted.  The court sentenced him to pay a fin
of €20, and to stand in the pillory one hour on the 1
instant, to be imprisoned six monthe, and wear the oo
viet's jacket six months following his liberation. Sarh
Bostic, who was convicted of from the store O
Sumuel Ritohie, wis sentenced to $36 TH as restite:
tion money, to be whipped on the 23d instant with twihe
lashes; and to be sold for & perfod not excoeding scvet
years,""

There's a high old deacon up at Wankegan who stanh
rix feet #ix inches in hix stockings, cxtremely pious, 10¢
thodical, not over benevolent, & man of fow s anid
very hard cheek, nnd although rigid in enfercing funil

wruycrs was nover known to say grace at wny meal in b
f o, Hix pastor, n rathor odd stick himgelf, was one )
guestioned “Why Deacon Q. never asked a blessing '

Do’ t really know,"" was the reply, “but you know b
jan’t much given to asking for anything, and &'s jut (4
him (o reaeh wp and dake it ' f

A boy named Taylor, who ran away from the Refor
school nt Meriden, Conn., being arrested at Waterhun
and pit into the lock-up for safe-keeping, sot fire to 1h
buil fing to nvold being eent back to the school. Th
bull ling wos destroyod, ated the young desperado v
bally burned bofore ho could be got out.

One of the grossest noglects of youth, producing in-
caleulable mischief and ruin, is the misspending of t'";']’
evenings, Dark is piation to misconduct; il
fering the young to be out when the light of day doct
not restrain them from misconduct i training thewm to it

Two boys, sons of Henry Eagan, of Fall River, plaxcl
froant from school on ‘Toesdny nﬂ:l;'mm m‘:;nwl'r:]‘
amusing themselves on a bridge near the upper y the
elder ono foll into the wator and was drowned. This i ?
warning to truante,

s0t i (says Hood) ‘a stern and startling thing '¢
think how often mortality stands on the brink of its g

without any misgiving ; and yet in this slipping world ©
strife, fn Uis stir of Luman bustle so rife, there aro dail)

18 to tell vs thad Tife is dying and death s Tiving !




